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(57) Abstract 

A system for accessing the medium data stored in a recording medium has a means for reading 
the data from the recording medium, and a means for specifying on the basis of the read data a region in 
which the information for controlling the access to these data is buried, and extracting the controlling 
information in accordance with the condition of the information-buried region by referring to the 
extraction rules in which the condition of the information-buried region is set correspondingly to the 
contact of the data to be extracted. This system further has a means for selectively outputting either a 
read signal or a signal generated by a read signal and an access interfering signal, in accordance with the 
contact of the extracted control information. In such an arrangement, the access (reproduction and 
recording) system is controlled with respect to the medium data on the basis of the buried control 
information by directly operating original medium data by using data hiding techniques, and this access 
is prohibited in accordance with the content of the information. Accordingly, the illegal copying of data 
can be prevented, so that literary work can be effectively protected. 
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